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News, Reviews and Things to do for you and your dog ~ May 2007
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       What does a Therapy Dog Do?

Lexi and I have been a therapy dog team for nearly three years.  Visiting elderly residents of a nearby life care community has been something that interested me for a long time.  My hope is that if I ever live in a nursing center, some kind soul with a wonderful dog to pet will take the time to visit me.  

[image: image2]For some, a visiting dog brings back memories of their own dogs.  Some want a lick on the hand.  Others want to run their fingers thru her fur.  Many use my dog as a way to get my time and attention so that I will listen to their thoughts.  One woman taught Political Science for 50 years, so we have lively discussions about the problems of the world.  One woman and I shared our favorite authors and book titles.  Another was a 4th grade teacher and treated Lexi as she would have treated her students, demanding full attention and good manners.  My dog has been used as a bribe to encourage walking....She was the prize at the end of a few steps.  One woman cannot see, but can certainly feel and enjoy Lexi's fur and kisses.  One woman doesn't speak but she sure can giggle when she feels Lexi's kisses on her hand.  Recently a new resident who was depressed about moving into the facility got out of bed solely because my dog was coming to visit.  

It is gratifying to be able to provide even the smallest amount of pleasure for the elderly.  Lexi and I are sponsored by Pets and People, run by Sally Jean Alexander of the Weston Dog Training Club.  There are many therapy dog groups in the greater Boston area, so if you have any interest in pursuing this line of volunteering with your dog, don't hesitate to contact someone.  It is special to share my dog and see people smile at the very sight of her.  I hear, "Lexi's here!!" when we walk thru the door every week.  It's a very good feeling. 
                                       ~Nancy Thompson

           Therapy Dog Resources

http://therapydogs.com/
http://www.tdi-dog.org/
http://www.therapydog.info/
http://www.bright-spot.org/index.html http://www.caringcanines.org/links.html
	            Canine Operatives

When someone mentions the FBI, is your first thought of dogs?  If so, you are aware that some of the most highly skilled operatives working in and for this country are canine.
Chemical Explosives Dogs sniff out different explosive chemicals.  During their extensive training, the scents are imprinted into the dog’s memory and the dogs are trained on every type of explosive.  They can detect approximately 19,000 different combinations of explosives; including firearms and ammunition.

Narcotics Dogs detect four types of drugs: marijuana, methamphetamines, cocaine and heroin.  The dog is trained only to detect the odor of the drugs and will never touch them.

Search & Rescue Dogs can be brought in to respond to any crime or disaster where they can help.  They work hard to rescue people who are trapped or lost, but they can also be used to locate those who commit crimes and run.  Their noses are so good that they can find what and/or who they are looking for even if it is underground or underwater.

Hard-Working Dogs Helping Humans

Guide Dogs are placed with visually impaired or blind individuals who need some assistance to get around in their daily life.  In addition to learning how to lead a person safely around obstacles, they are trained in "intelligence disobedience": if they are given an unsafe command, they are taught to not obey it (for example: refusing to step out into the street when there is oncoming traffic).  

Service Dogs are placed with an individual who has a physical disability and can work with their dog independently.  They perform practical tasks, such as opening and closing doors for their handlers, turning light switches on and off, picking up things from the floor, pulling a wheelchair, and even carrying a bag.  They can also be specifically trained to retrieve objects-like the phone.
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Properly trained, a man can be a dog's best friend.-- Corey Ford
        Show & Go Obedience Match

Charles River Dog Training Club is hosting a Show & Go Obedience Match with Rally and Canine Good Citizen Test on May 19, 2007 at Auburndale Playground, Newton MA.  Judging begins at 11:00 a.m.

Obedience Classes: Novice, Open, Utility, PreNovice, Grad. Novice and Brace.  Rally Classes: Rally Novice, Rally Advanced and Rally Excellent.

Information and entry forms are found at http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Prairie/9337/may07.html. 

         NEDTC Field Trip & Picnic

Our club will attend the May 19th Show & Go Obedience Match to participate and to enjoy a picnic.  A food sign-up sheet for the picnic and registration forms for the match will be available at the front desk with Jean.  

	
	THE CLUB CORNER

Mark your calendars!  Sunday, June 10, 2007 will be the NEDTC Annual Banquet.  This year we’re holding it at the Summer Shack located at 149 Alewife Brook Parkway, Cambridge.  Festivities begin at 1:00 p.m.  You don’t want to miss this!

If you’re interested in becoming a member, we’d love to have you.  Membership entitles you to class discounts and other goodies.  Simply fill out a membership application and give it to Jean at the front desk.  Contact us at 617-868-1713 or www.nedtc.org. 


