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News, Reviews and Things to do for you and your dog ~ March 2007

	 Importance of Flea & Tick Control 

Fleas & ticks can cause a host of problems for dogs.  Effective monthly prevention is essential to their health and is easier and less expensive than treating an existing problem. 

Fleas can transmit or cause:
Flea Allergy Dermatitis (FAD)
Symptoms: lesions on lower back, tailhead, posterior and inner thighs.  Sensitive flanks, thighs, abdomen, neck, and ears.
Tx: Topical and environmental application

Tapeworms

Ticks can transmit or cause: 
Babesiosis 
Symptoms: anemia, fever, muscle tremors, jaundice and weight loss.
Tx: Diminazene Aceturate and Imidocarb Diproprionate.

Borreliosis (Lyme Disease)
Symptoms: fever, shifting leg lameness, swelling in the joints and lethargy.
Tx: HepatozoonosisPenicillin and Tetracycline drugs, but damage to joints can be permanent.

Canine Anaplasmosis
Symptoms: high fever and painful joints 
Tx: Tetracycline drugs and Imidocarb

Ehrlichiosis
Symptoms: depression, loss of stamina, stiffness & reluctance to walk.
Tx: Doxycycline and Tetracycline


Symptoms: bloody diarrhea, fever and ocular discharge.
Tx: No effective treatment regime yet
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Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever
Symptoms: abdominal pain, coughing, diarrhea, edema of the face or extremities. 
Tx: Doxycycline and Tetracycline, but dogs with severe neurological problems may have residual deficits. 

                     The Merck Veterinary Manual
   
     New Test for Tick-Borne Diseases

Canine SNAP 4Dx is a diagnostic tool that veterinarians can use in-house to screen for Heartworm, Ehrlichiosis, Lyme Disease and Canine Anaplasmosis.  It can detect antibodies as early as eight (8) days post-exposure.  SNAP 4Dx provides 98% accurate results in as little as 8 minutes.  
	     An Early Memory of NEDTC

When I first joined NEDTC, classes met at the former horse stables near Huntington Avenue in Boston.  Classes were 11:00 on Sunday morning.  The neighborhood at the time was…interesting to say the least.   

As I arrived, I passed “ladies of the night” finishing their tour of duty and church goers on their way to and from services.  George Hanson was the trainer.  

I was trying to train Gillian, a mixed breed (part whippet, though at first sight of this wild puppy the vet said, “She’s got a greyhound ear and a boxer mouth − after that you’re on your own”).  Gillian is the dog I described in an article in Bark magazine, “Gardening with Gillian.”  

She was a wonderful dog but certainly lacked the obedience gene.  She barked all though class and nobody ever figured out a way to stop her.  I can still hear her bark echoing through the training area. 

I remember clearly one night when all the dogs were barking and George kept telling us to tell them to be quiet − but we were all unsuccessful.  Finally George said, “You have to say it as if you really mean it” and he boomed out, ‘Quiet!!!’  Complete silence from every dog − he even got Gillian to be quiet that time.  

I wish I could say that George’s effect was permanent, but Gillian never did stop barking.  (My husband attributes the still constant ringing in his ears to Gillian − what a friend diagnosed as “Rin-tin-tinnitus.”)  Gillian lived to be 18.  When she died, a friend tried to comfort me by saying, “Gillian is in heaven now, sitting next to God.”  I burst out laughing as I thought of Gillian sitting next to God on his throne and God yelling, “Gillian!  Shut up!”                                    By Fran Waksler
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Let me tell you
That you are soft and sweet
Let me tell you
That you comfort this family
Let me tell you
You always have a bright face
Let me tell you
You make this family with a sniffing nose
Let me tell you
You cheer us up when we’re down
Even more when we are joyful
Your kindness spreads fast like fire
A tail quick as lightening
Running to the door to welcome us
With a toy in your mouth saying play
Eyes saying I love you
You are the true meaning of a dog
Let me tell you
That you are the dog for me
                                               By Jake Jackson

                                   Upcoming Trials
               
For a complete listing of New England trials and events go to our Links page and visit the Charles River Dog Training Club web site.                                  
[image: image3.png]




	
	THE CLUB CORNER

March 31, 2007 the NEDTC will be holding our 13th Spring Obedience Trial at American K-9 Country, 336 Route 101 in Amherst, NH.  Show hours are 9am-6pm.  Classes include: Novice A & B, Open A & B and Utility A & B.  Entries close March 15, 2007 at 3:00 p.m.  Premium can be obtained from the trial secretary: Alice Smith, 2 Leslie Road, Ipswich, MA  01938; 978-356-5693; Prinsutt1@verizon.net.

We are in need of new and experienced ring stewards for the morning and afternoon sessions of the trial.  If you are interested in being a steward, please contact Jean Berman at 617-628-4571 or atgarzoi@rcn.com.


